
Healthy Food For All Work Group 
Agenda: Special Meeting re: Enhancing SNAP participation 

 

8:00 – 9:00 a.m., Friday, February 7, 2014 
 

Community Health Facility 
First Floor Meeting Room 

200 Maine Street, Lawrence 

 
 

Item Note Action step 

Welcome and introductions   

Brief review of last meeting, review of data for Dg Co   

Recent LJWorld article re: SNAP (food stamp) enrollment   

Locations/ events for SNAP outreach (see handout)   

Planning next steps 

 Discuss setting goal for increasing SNAP enrollment 

  

Adjourn   
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LJWorld.com

Nutrition advocates trying to increase food stamp

enrollment in Douglas County
February 2, 2014

Several organizations are working to increase local enrollment in the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program in

the hopes it will increase access to healthy food in Douglas County.

Douglas County has a low participation rate in SNAP, commonly known as food stamps. Only 27.3 percent of eligible

residents were enrolled in the program in 2011, the most recent year the state has data available. Just over 8,300 Douglas

County residents receive SNAP benefits, nearly half of them children.

Access to healthy foods has been identified as one of the five areas of need in the county over the next five years, according

to the community health plan, Roadmap to a Healthier Douglas County. The local wellness coalition, LiveWell Lawrence,

has a work group dedicated to expanding access to healthy foods across the county. Roughly 18,000 people in Douglas

County don't have consistent access to nutritious food, according to Feeding America.

Local nutrition advocates view the low SNAP participation rate as an opportunity to get money for groceries into the hands of

low-income residents.

"We think it makes sense since that assistance is there to help people receive the nutrition their families need," said

Christina Holt, chairwoman of the Health Food for All work group and a director in the Work Group for Community Health and

Development at Kansas University. "Plus, it's good for the local economy. When people are receiving SNAP benefits, they

use those benefits to purchase food from local vendors."

Some argue that the low participation rate can be explained, in part, by Douglas County's large population of Kansas

University students. College students generally aren't eligible for food stamps unless they have small children or work at

least 20 hours a week.

"Counties with large colleges or military bases show up with very low rates due to the number of college students and

others who generally do not apply for food assistance," said Theresa Freed, spokeswoman for the Kansas Department of

Children and Families. "Sedgwick County (87.9 percent enrollment) is an exception to this rule because it has a higher

population of low-income residents to offset the college population."

Local groups have identified other barriers to SNAP enrollment, including an overly cumbersome application process and

the sense of shame that can come with seeking government benefits.

"There's a lot of misinformation out there," said Ellen Feldhausen, spokeswoman for the Harvesters Community Food

Network, which serves Douglas County. "People do not stay on SNAP forever; the average length of time is a few months.

There is a very low rate of error and fraud. And SNAP lasts most families 2.5 weeks out of the month — the benefits are very

low. But that misinformation contributes to the stigma that makes people reluctant to sign up for SNAP."

Also, people often don't apply because they don't realize they're eligible or may have been denied enrollment years earlier,

when the guidelines were different, said Shelley Paul, SNAP outreach coordinator for Harvesters (that organization has a

hotline — 877-653-9522 — where callers can find out whether they may be eligible for SNAP). As of now, the benefits are

http://ldchealth.org/download/Information/About%20The%20Community/Community%20Health%20Improvement%20Plan/Douglas%20County%20Community%20Health%20Plan%202013.pdf
http://www.livewelllawrence.org/
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/hunger-studies/map-the-meal-gap.aspx
http://communityhealth.ku.edu/
http://www.harvesters.org/
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generally available to households earning less than 130 percent of the poverty level (roughly $15,171 for a single person or

$31,005 for a family of four).

To increase participation in the federal program, local nutrition advocates have proposed training employees at social

service agencies to assist with SNAP signup, providing more outreach at public events, holding a SNAP enrollment day and

partnering with the schools to pass out information on SNAP to families who receive free or reduced-cost lunches.

Originally published at: http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2014/feb/02/nutrition-advocates-trying-increase-food-stamp-enr/



Host Sites for SNAP Outreach 2/7/2014

Organization Street Address City Zip DCF Access Point Phone Email
Community Health Facility 200 Maine St Lawrence 66044 Yes 785‐843‐3060 info@ldchealth.org
Health Care Access 330 Maine St Lawrence 66044 Yes
Lawrence Workforce Center 2540 Iowa St Lawrence 66046 Yes
United Way Center for Human Services 2518 Ridge Ct Lawrence 66046 Yes
Lawrence Public Library 700 New Hampshire St Lawrence 66044 Yes
Just Food 1000 E 11th St Lawrence 66044 No 856‐7030 jf@justfoodks.org
Heartland Health Care Clinic 1 Riverfront Plaza #100 Lawrence 66044 No 841‐7297 info@heartlandhealth.org
Douglas County Dental Clinic 2210 Yalse Rd Lawrence 66049 no 312‐7770 jill@dcdclinic.org
Trinity Interfaith Pantry 1011 Vermont Street Lawrence 66044 No (785) 843‐6166
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Host Sites for SNAP Outreach 2/7/2014

Organization
Community Health Facility
Health Care Access
Lawrence Workforce Center
United Way Center for Human Services
Lawrence Public Library
Just Food
Heartland Health Care Clinic
Douglas County Dental Clinic
Trinity Interfaith Pantry

Contacted by (name) Contacted at (date/time) Willing to host a SNAP Outreach Worker? SNAP Outreach Worker Scheduled

Raven Naraore Yes Yes
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Events for SNAP Outreach 2/7/2014

Event Name Event Date(s) Event Location Event Sponsor
Free Dental Day One day, annually in September Douglas County Dental Clinic Douglas County Dental Clinic
Kickin' It With WIC One day, annually in September Community Health Facility parking lot Lawrence‐Douglas County Health Department
Annual Xmas Community Dinner One day, Christmas First United Methodist Church First United Methodist Church
Douglas County Fair First week of August each year Douglas County Fairgrounds Douglas County 4‐H
Cookin' with WIC 6‐Mar‐14 Health Dept. WIC/Health Dept.
Family Promise/Homeless Shelter 5 K 26‐May‐14
Haskell Health and Wellness Fair April 2014, date not set Haskell Haskell
Cordley Family Night September, date not set Cordley School Cordley School
Baker University Health Fair April 2014, date not set Baker University Baker University
Eudora Bicycle Safety Fair ‐ Bike Bonanza TBD Eudora Schools
Lawrence Bicycle Safety and Helmet Fair Spring 2014 Lawrence Fire/Medical
Lawrence Fire/Med Car Seat Checks TBD
Just Food Cooking Classes TBD/Multiple sessions Just Food Just Food
Alvamar Christmas @ Crossgate TBD Alvamar Country Club Alvamar Country Club
Ballard Center TBD Ballard Center
Boys & Girls Club TBD Boys & Girls Club
Housing Authority TBD
Pediatric & Adolescent Medicine, P.A. (Panda Peds) TBD
Lawrence Pediatrics, PA TBD
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Events for SNAP Outreach 2/7/2014

Event Name
Free Dental Day
Kickin' It With WIC
Annual Xmas Community Dinner
Douglas County Fair
Cookin' with WIC
Family Promise/Homeless Shelter 5 K
Haskell Health and Wellness Fair
Cordley Family Night
Baker University Health Fair
Eudora Bicycle Safety Fair ‐ Bike Bonanza
Lawrence Bicycle Safety and Helmet Fair
Lawrence Fire/Med Car Seat Checks
Just Food Cooking Classes
Alvamar Christmas @ Crossgate
Ballard Center
Boys & Girls Club
Housing Authority
Pediatric & Adolescent Medicine, P.A. (Panda Peds)
Lawrence Pediatrics, PA

Event Contact Name Event Contact Email Event Contact Phone
Julie Branstrom dcdcdirector@gmail.com 785‐312‐7770 ext. 207
Linda Rippetoe lrippetoe@ldchealth.org 785‐843‐3060
Brower Burchill 785‐843‐9199
Margaret Kalb mkalb2@ksu.edu 785.843.7058 
Trish Unruh tunruh@ldchealth.org
Judy Keller jkeller@sunflower.com
Gary Goombi 785‐749‐8467
Laurie Ramirez lramirez@ku.edu

Jeremy Farmer/Leah Charles jf@justfoodks.org/lcharles@justfoodks.org 785‐856‐7030
Bryan Minnis
Megan Stuke/Kyle Roggenkamp megan@ballardcenter.org/kyle@ballardcenter.org 785‐842‐0729
Colby Wilson/Monica Dittmer cwilson@bgclk.org/mdittmer@bgclk.org 785‐841‐5672

785‐842‐8110
785.842.4477 | 
785‐856‐9090 
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Orgs for SNAP Outreach Training 2/7/2014

Organization Street Address City Zip Contact Phone Email
Lawrence‐Douglas County Health Department 200 Maine St Lawrence 66044 Jolene Croxell 785‐843‐3060 jcroxell@ldchealth.org
Center for Community Outreach
Roger Hill Volunteer Center
Just Food
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